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between the executive and the senior branch of the legis-
lature. When, however, during Jefferson's Vice-
Presidency, it was suggested to him that he might
enter the President's Cabinet, he repudiated the idea
as incompatible with the separation of powers. And
as Vice-Presidents are usually men of no particular
distinction, no subsequent attempt has been made to
give constitutional significance to their office. It is
possible, however, that here, too, the break with the
two-term convention may accelerate a change of
which there are already indications. On taking office
in 1921 President Harding invited the Vice-President
to attend meetings of his Cabinet, thus establishing a
new precedent, which President Truman has further
extended. The latter's accession to the presidential
office having left the Vice-Presidency vacant, he has
invited the President pro tempore of the Senate to
attend Cabinet meetings. In 1945 as in 1921 the object
of the innovation was to induce agreement between
President and Senate in regard to treaties.

This doctrine, or rather dogma, of the separation of
powers constituted the sheet anchor of American
thought throughout the turbulent period in which in-
dependence was achieved and the Constitution
brought into being. In times of great uncertainty,
men's minds require a formula the constant assertion
"of which will give them their required sense of direc-
tion. "Redress of grievances must precede supply"
served England well throughout her formative pe-
riod; "separation of powers" served the United States
equally well during the last quarter of the i8th cen-